
IECC COMMERCIAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MAY 30, 2013 (revisions to reason statement June 12, 2013)
Draft Public Comment CE69-13

This draft public comment has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible submittal related to a proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's draft public comments. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:
http://www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/2015IECC
CE69-13 Denied
Public Comment:
Name:  Jeremiah Williams, U.S. Department of Energy (jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov) 

Desired Action: Approval as Submitted (AS)

Commenter’s Reason:  At the code development hearing the reason statement for the code change proposal was presented.  There was one party in opposition to the change, indicating that this would be confusing as the provisions in Chapter 4 deal with buildings and not building sites.   The proponent tried to clarify that there are currently provisions in Chapter 4 that are not in or on the building but are on the building site and that these provisions have been there for some time.  Further, during the code development cycle leading to the 2012 IECC a definition of building site was added to the code and Section 101.2 of the code (scope) was clarified to specifically include building sites, as follows:

C101.2 Scope. This code applies to commercial buildings and the buildings sites and associated systems and equipment.  [emphasis added]
The reason for disapproval was a concern by the committee that building “sites” might be too broadly interpreted or confusing.  This is currently in the code as noted above and DOE is not aware of any confusion with the scope of the code. 

As discussed during the prior code development cycle there are provisions in Chapter 4 of the IECC that apply to items not in or on buildings (e.g. not associated with the building footprint). These include exterior lighting, snow melt systems, outdoor pools and spas and to the degree that the designer is so inclined any HVAC or SWH equipment and associated systems that are located on the site but remote from the building.  The committee in disapproving the code change recognized that such regulated items are located on the building site. 

This change is not focused on other items associated with the building site such as solar access, trees, grading or a myriad of other items one might think of when considering a building site; it is strictly intended to recognize the validity of certain items already included in Chapter 4 and make Chapter 4 consistent with Section 101.2 of the current code..  There have been and are items covered by the code that are technically outside the scope of the code. As such they could be argued not applicable and unenforceable.  In addition without this clarification of scope a loophole exists wherein systems and equipment serving the building that can function outside the building footprint could be located outside the building and considered unregulated. So the change closes a loophole that currently exists in the code.  DOE feels this is important.  In recommending disapproval the committee noted a concern about regulating site elements that are not currently covered by the code.  This should not be a concern because where there are actual criteria in the code for items on the site rather than in the building, the items covered by the criteria would be regulated and if no requirements are provided in the code there is nothing to regulate.  For instance the building is covered in the scope of the code but there are no requirements in the code for the energy efficiency of energy storage systems.  So how could they be regulated without specific provisions?
The current code has in its scope buildings and building sites, both of those terms are defined and the provisions in the code are applicable to one or the other.  There is no reason why the scope of Chapter 4, Commercial Energy Efficiency, should not be consistent with Section C101.2 of the IECC and officially recognize those current items in Chapter 4 that occur outside the building footprint but are already addressed in the code.  
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