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Draft Public Comment CE164-13
This draft public comment has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible submittal related to a proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's draft public comments. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:
http://www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/2015IECC
CE164-13 Approved as Submitted
Public Comment:
Name:  Jeremiah Williams, U.S. Department of Energy (jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov) 

Desired Action: Approval as Modified (AM)

Modify the proposal as follows:
C402.4 Air leakage (Mandatory). The thermal envelope of buildings shall comply with Sections C402.4.1 through C402.4.8. Alternatively the building thermal envelope shall be permitted to be tested in accordance with ASTM E779 at a pressure differential of 0.3 inches water gauge, or an equivalent method approved by the code official, and deemed to comply with the provisions of this section when the tested air leakage rate of the building thermal envelope does not exceed 0.40 cfm/ft2. Where compliance is based on such testing the building shall also comply with Sections C402.4.5, 402.4.6 and 402.4.7. 
C402.4.1.2 Air barrier compliance options. A continuous air barrier for the opaque portions of the building thermal envelope shall comply with Section C402.4.1.2.1 or C402.4.1.2.2.
C402.4.1.1 Air barrier construction. 
(exception only)
Exception: Buildings that comply with Section C402.4.1.2.3 are not required to comply with Items 1 and 3.

Commenter’s Reason: This change is needed to address some housekeeping items associated with this change and CE167-13, which was also recommended for approval.  Note that there was no opposing testimony, adverse comment or committee concern raised about either CE164-13 or CE167-13 at the first public hearing.   With the approval of CE164-13 Section C402.4.1.2.3 is moved to Section C402.4.   This places the compliance path that is based on building testing up front so that those choosing this option are not required to specifically address criteria no longer relevant (e.g. if you are testing the building then it is not necessary to specifically follow criteria covering for instance air barrier penetrations and then inspect them – you either meet the performance test criterion or not and if not then adjustments in the construction need to be made just as you would testing a duct system for leakage).  The exception to Section C402.4.1.1 refers to Section C402.4.1.2.3, which per CE 164-13 does not exist.   This is a simple housekeeping change is to remove the exception because there is no more Section C402.4.1.2.3 and as noted above is covered in Section C402.4 as stated above because any building so tested does not need to specifically comply with Section C402.4.1.1.    
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