Draft Proposal CB-30
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Low Pressure Duct Systems (CB-30)

Objective:  Clarify that continuously welded and locked construction methods for duct systems meets the code.
Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section C403.2.7.1.1 as follows and delete the exception:

C403.2.7.1.1 Low-pressure duct systems.  All longitudinal and  transverse joints, seams and connections of supply and return ducts  operating at a static pressure less than or equal to 2 inches water gauge shall be securely fastened and sealed with welds, gaskets, mastics (adhesives), mastic-plus-embedded-fabric systems or tapes installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions, or be continuously welded and locking.  Pressure classifications specific to the duct system shall be clearly indicated on the construction documents in accordance with the International Mechanical Code. 

Reason:  Simplification.  The code currently provides a number of alternative ways to seal ducts.  After providing a list of acceptable materials, it does not seem appropriate to then provide an exception of alternative materials and methods are used.  As currently stated in the code and presented in this change, the same end point is reached.  For that reason it seems simpler to revise the code as noted.  
Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.
