Draft Proposal CB-2
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Add Exempt Buildings (CB-2) 

Objective:  Exempt buildings (e.g., greenhouses, unconditioned agricultural buildings) that do not appear to be capable of complying or add criteria that specifically apply to them.   

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Add Section C101.5.3 and C101.5.4  as follows:

101.5.3 Agricultural buildings. The following buildings, shall be exempt from the building thermal envelope and lighting provisions of this code: 

1. Greenhouses used solely for plant growth. 
2. Agricultural buildings that meet the requirements of a Low Energy Building in Section C101.5.2 and have interior lighting power density no more than 0.6 watts/ft2 (6.6 W/m2).
Reason:  Energy codes and standards have historically applied to buildings intended primarily for human occupancy and use.  .  There continue to be building and space uses that pose increasing challenges to the strict application of the code.  Greenhouses intended only for plant growth (not retail sales) are challenged to provide the requisite services to support their intended function and concurrently meet the increasingly rigorous fenestration criteria. 
Cost Impact:  There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.

