Draft Proposal CB-22
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Access Doors and Openings (CB-22)
Objective:  Clarify the components covered in the section on doors and access openings to shafts, chutes, stairways, and elevator lobbies are subject to air leakage provisions as components of the building thermal envelope, and provide a distinction between these doors and other doors that are already covered within the scope of fenestration assemblies.

Suggested Code Change Proposal
Revise Section C402.4.4 as follows: 

C402.4.4 Doors and access openings to shafts, chutes, stairways, and elevator lobbies.  Doors and access openings from conditioned space to shafts, chutes, stairways and elevator lobbies not within the scope of the fenestration assemblies covered in Section C402.4.3 shall either meet the requirements of Section C402.4.3 or shall be gasketed, weatherstripped or sealed.

Exception: Door openings required to comply with Section 715 or 715.4 of the International Building Code; or doors and door openings required to comply with UL 1784 by the International Building Code to comply with UL 1784 shall not be required to comply with Section C402.4.4.

Reason:  Clarification.  Some doors are covered by Section C402.4.3 and the intent of the code should be that those doors that are within the scope of fenestration that can be tested and listed should  be tested and listed in accordance with and meet the provisions of Section C402.4.3.  This leaves those doors that cannot be tested and listed subject to the caulking and sealing criterion.  The current code allows some doors that could (and should) be assessed as meeting the provisions of Section C402.4.3 only required to be “caulked or sealed.”  The exception is revised to provide clarification and to eliminate the ending statement—an  exception by definition means something is not required to comply.

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.
