Draft Proposal CB-18
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Opaque Doors (CB-18)

Objective:  Clarify when doors are considered part of the opaque wall and subject to thermal requirements for the wall, and when doors are fenestration and subject to those requirements.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Renumber C402.2.7 and revise as follows: 

C402.2.7  C402.3.3 Opaque dDoors.  Opaque doors (doors that are at least 50% opaque in surface area having less than 50% glass area) shall meet the applicable requirements for doors as specified in Table C402.2 and be considered part of the gross area of above-grade walls that are part of the building thermal envelope.  All other doors shall meet the provisions of Section C402.3.4 for vertical fenestration.

Reason:  As currently defined, doors are considered fenestration regardless of the percentage of glazing they contain.  As such, users of the code would logically begin to address the requirements for doors in the fenestration section of the code.  Instead the provisions are located in the sections dealing with the opaque assemblies, and by omission one can conclude from a review of this provision in the opaque section of the code that any door with at least 50‑percent glass area must be fenestration.  Relocation of the door provisions to the fenestration section of the code is appropriate, and from there doors that are opaque can be correctly referred back to the sections of the code addressing opaque assemblies and components.

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.
