Draft Proposal CB-11
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Define Wall Types (CB-11)

Objective:  Replace the current text indicating how to determine a wall classification with a formal definition of each wall type. 

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Delete sections C402.2.2, C402.2.2.1, and C402.2.2.2 and add the following definitions to Section C202:

WALL, ABOVE-GRADE.  A wall associated with the building thermal envelope that is more than 15% above grade and is on the exterior of the building or any wall that is associated with the building thermal envelope that is not on the exterior of the building.

WALL, BELOW-GRADE.  A wall associated with the building thermal envelope that is at least 85% below  grade and is on the exterior of the building.

Reason: Clarification of the code.  Section C402.2.2 is not needed as it in essence contains definitions that are better placed in Section C202.  Application of the current Sections C402.2.3 and C402.2.4 are clear as to requirements and can be readily and more easily applied with the proposed definitions.  The current code provisions are technically incorrect.  They refer to the building envelope and the exterior of the building.  This omits any wall that is an interior wall that is part of the building thermal envelope, which is where the heat transfer occurs that the code is intending to address.  The proposed definitions cover all possible walls that could be part of the building thermal envelope (those bounded completely or partially by earth, those exposed to the outdoor elements and not bounded by earth, and those separating conditioned from unconditioned or exempt spaces regardless of location in relation to grade) in a clearer manner.

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.

