Measuring Energy Code Compliance
Jurisdictional Assistance
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Buildings account for roughly 40 percent of the nation’s energy consumption. Enhancing their efficiency will lead to a stronger economy, a cleaner environment, and decreased dependence on imported oil. With this goal in mind, the (State organization), with support from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Building Energy Codes Program (BECP), is asking local jurisdictions to participate in a statewide study to measure compliance rates with building energy codes. This letter is meant to familiarize you with the study and to solicit your support for this important activity.
The study is part of a major national effort to support and improve vital efficiency measures that will help us address our energy and environmental challenges. As carefully as our energy codes are written, they don’t save energy unless buildings actually comply. Further, knowing on-the-ground code implementation and compliance challenges can foster improvements in the codes, increase educational and support activities, and reinforce the continuing need to support code enforcement efforts. While informative and helpful, the compliance data collected from individual buildings and jurisdictions will not be made public. Our aggregated state compliance rate will be the study’s only public result.
For our local jurisdictions, your participation is crucial, and it comes with key benefits: energy code training for local personnel, the chance to identify areas for code compliance improvement, and the availability of data to document the need for additional resources to support code compliance initiatives. 
The overall benefit, of course, is to help increase energy savings for your citizens. As documented by FEMA, every dollar spent on building safety codes saves four dollars in post-disaster mitigation costs. This activity will help develop a similar message for energy codes. 

State and Jurisdictional Roles 

BECP has released a protocol for conducting the statewide study in a technical report and a brief “Step-by-Step Companion Guide”. If interested, you can find these and other related resources at www.energycodes.gov/arra/compliance_evaluation.stm.
Our state is conducting the study in partnership with building evaluators from (evaluator contracting agency, if applicable). We will begin in (month, year) and continue for (X months). In total, we will evaluate a randomly generated sample of approximately (X) building projects. This number includes (new construction and renovations of both residential and commercial, if applicable) buildings. [If known, add the number and type of samples needed in this jurisdiction.]
What to Expect

Prior to the Visit. Contact name/affiliation will contact you to set up a date and time for a visit with your building department, and to request information on your plan review, inspection, and permitting process. This will help create a plan for the onsite visit and assess the time it will take to collect data in your jurisdiction. You will learn the number, types, and construction phases of the projects needed for the study. Ideally, jurisdictions would then randomly select the projects prior to the evaluator’s visit. However, if there are questions or concerns, the evaluator can help select projects upon arrival.
During the Visit. On the day of the visit, the evaluator will perform the following tasks:

· Conduct a short interview on plan review and inspection processes associated with the energy code

· Answer questions about the study
· Review the data collection forms for residential and commercial projects

· Collect energy-related information from plans, specifications, and related project documentation

· Determine a contact person for each of the projects selected in order to arrange onsite visits to projects
In the Field. Over a few visits, evaluators will collect data on a building’s energy-relevant features, using checklists that follow a typical jurisdictional inspection process. Data will be gathered at these stages:

· Foundation

· Rough-in (electrical, mechanical, plumbing, framing)

· Insulation

· Final

Building inspectors are encouraged to join the evaluator on site to gain valuable energy codes-related experience, noting that the same forms used for the study can also be used on a daily basis for code enforcement efforts in your jurisdiction.

Thank you very much for your consideration—we hope to collaborate with you for the sake of saving energy.
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State Organization
XXXXX
name@state.gov
