Draft Proposal E-7
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/iebc_concepts
Repair Energy Requirements (E-7)

Objective:  Require equipment installed during repairs to meet the provisions of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) and insulation to be upgraded to current 2012 IECC requirements when structural components are exposed.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Add new Sections 610, 610.1, and 610.2 as follows:

610 ENERGY EFFICIENCY

610.1 General. Repairs to the building thermal envelope, mechanical systems, water heating systems, electrical systems and lighting systems shall meet the provisions of the International Energy Conservation Code that are applicable to the repair(s) being undertaken.

610.2 Building Thermal Envelope.  Where repairs are made to an assembly that is part of the building thermal envelope on the exterior of the building and the structural components of the entire assembly are exposed. insulation meeting the provisions of the IECC for that assembly shall be installed prior to application of the exterior of the building.  Addition of new fenestration or replacement of existing fenestration shall be in accordance with Section 406.

Reason:  Forty percent of U.S. energy use and seventy percent of U.S. electrical use are associated with existing buildings.  As such, existing buildings represent a significant opportunity to save energy, reduce operating costs, and enhance the environment.  Section 610 of the International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC) currently provides no guidance on energy efficiency, nor does it reference the 2012 IECC.  However, by definition, there are instances in which repairs can and should include consideration of energy efficiency.

Cost Impact:  There will be an increase in cost to the degree that repairs that previously were not required to meet the energy code will now be required to meet the energy code.

